An Outline of Matthew and Matthew 24:1-25:46

	Outline of Matthew
	Discourses & Their Themes

	Birth & Early Years
	1:1 - 2:23
	


	Part I
	3:1 - 7:29
	Discourse #1,

5:1 – 7:29
	The Kingdom: Life by Trust in the Word

	Part II
	8:1 - 11:28
	Discourse #2,

10:5-42
	The Kingdom:  Grows by the Word

	Part III
	11:30 - 13:53
	Discourse #3,

13:1-52
	The Kingdom: The Word Creates and Sustains

	Part IV

	14:1 – 19:1
	Discourse #4,

18:1-35
	The Kingdom: The Word of Forgiveness

	Part V
	19:2 – 26:1
	Discourse #5,

24:1-25:46
	The Kingdom:  Waiting for the Word’s Consummation

	Death & Resurrection
	26:1 – 28:15
	

	Commission
	28:16-20
	


An Outline of Discourse #5, Matthew 24:1-25:46

24:1-3

Our Lord’s Coming:  Signs of the Death of the Age

24:4-14
Signs Indicate His Coming and the Age’s Imminent Death

24:15-28
The Dreadful Conditions before His Coming

24:29-31
Our Lord’s Coming 

24:32-35
Parable (fig tree):  

Watch the Signs

24:36-41
The Time of His Coming:  Unexpected

24:42-44
Be Watchful

24:45-51
Parable (faithful servant):  
Watchful servant and duty

25:1-13
Parable (ten virgins):  

Watchful servant and preparation 

25:14-30
Parable (talents):  

Watchful servant and stewardship 

25:31-46
Parable (sheep & goats):  
Watchful servant and mercy

Themes for Sermons based on Matthew 24:1-25:46

Sermon for the 3rd Last Sunday of the Church Year:

Matthew 24:1-35

Our Lord paints no future “golden age,” neither for the world nor for the church; Christians will find it increasingly difficult to keep their eyes clear and hearts alert because the distress will shake the foundations of temporal life. Though human eyes can observe the events, the birth pains will be understood and endured only through confidence in the Lord. Therefore, our Lord fixes our faith not on the future course of the world, which passes away, but on His Word, which never passes away.

Sermon for the 2nd Last Sunday of the Church Year:

Matthew 24:36-25:13

Be watchful, be ready, for the Son of Man comes at an hour you do not expect.  What sort of watchfulness and readiness are required?  Not a clever interpretation of signs, not “good timing,” but rather trust in God’s Word, saved Noah when in faith he built and entered the ark, and God shut him in.  Now is the day of salvation, in which the faithful servant entrusts himself and that day and hour to the Father’s care.

Sermon for the Last Sunday of the Church Year:

Matthew 25:14-46

Christians do not loaf in likelihoods; we serve in certainty—the certainty of the Lord’s glorious appearance. Thus we are not relieved of present vigilance and personal responsibility. “What sort of person ought I be” dominates these three parables of watchfulness. Whether one has confessed Jesus or has lived in indifference to Him will have shown itself, not in pious sentiments but in the ordinary deeds of life. Our works show our watchfulness and our hope.

A Word about “Kingdom”

Both John the Baptist and Jesus began by preaching: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has drawn near” (Matthew 3:2; 4:17). In Matthew, this kingdom, or reign of God, is what God is doing in the world through Jesus, the King. The kingdom is for the poor in spirit (5:3), those who put their trust in Him. Jesus’ preaching (4:23) and His signs (8:1-17) reveal the reign of God, the new life through the King. Though the kingdom is now hidden (13:33, 44) under suffering and death, the King’s resurrection and reception of all authority (28:1-20) proclaim its coming glory. The kingdom’s heirs, those who have heard and prepared (25:1), will be revealed in glory (25:34).

